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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

[b] The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102[b] as being anticipated by Hahn [US 
5847541]. 

With respect to Claim 1, Hahn teaches a power source comprising: a) housing 
[Fig. 4 charger stand 66]; a first power cord extending from said housing [Fig. 4 power 
cord 68], said first power cord having a first connector positioned at a distal end thereof 
for selective connection to an external power source [Fig. 4 casing 62 connects to AC 
supply]; a second power cord extending from said housing [Fig. 4 cord 74], said second 
power cord having a second connector positioned at a distal end thereof for selective 
connection to an electronic device [Fig. 4 cord 74 connects to electronic device 72]; and 
d) a power adapter [Fig. 4 this circuitry housed within charger stand 66 controls 
charging operations- col. 5 lines 17-38] connected between said first and second power 
cord; wherein upon connection to the external power source, said power adapter 
detects the presence of and receives external power through said first power cord and 
transfers power to the electronic device through said second cord, said power adapter 
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also retains a charge therein [Fig. 4 via rechargeable battery 70] for providing power to 
the electronic device when no external power source is detected [col. 4 lines 55-65]. 

With respect to Claim 2, Hahn teaches said first connector is a plug for receipt 
within a standard AC power outlet [Fig. 4 casing 62 plugs into wall outlet 64]. 

With respect to Claim 3, Hahn teaches said second connector is a DC power 
connector for selective connection to the electronic device [Fig. 4 cord 74 supplies DC 
to the electronic device 72]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103[a] which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

[a] A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103[a] as being unpatentable over 
Hahn [US 5847541] in view of Popescu-Stanesti [US 6977482]. 

With respect to Claim 4, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach a plurality of adapters. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches said power source further comprises a plurality of 
adapters [Fig. 2, there are k adapters, each denoted by battery 1-k, controlled by PMU 
220 and powered by DC/DC converter 226] selectively connected to said second 
connector thereby allowing said power source to selective provide a power to a plurality 
of electronic devices [the batteries 1-k can be reconfigured via switches CSW1-k and 
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DSDW1-k to supply multiple power levels as required by whatever host system 210 is 
connected]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add multiple 
adapters for the benefit of being able to supply the power requirements of more than 
just one electronic device. 

With respect to Claim 5, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach additional batteries. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches said power adapter comprises: a) An AC/DC 
converter [Fig. 2 AC/DC converter 204] connected at an end of said first power cord 
opposite said first connector for converting alternating current to direct current; b) A 
power cell [Fig. 2 battery 1] connected between said converter and said second power 
cord; c) a charging cell [Fig. 2 battery K] further connected to said power cell; and d) a 
battery [Fig. 2 battery 2] connected between said charging cell and said second power 
cord; wherein said power cell receives said direct current and provides said direct 
current to said second power cord for powering the electronic device connected thereto, 
said power cell also causes said charging cell to charge said battery connected thereto 
[Fig. 2, all of these batteries can either power the host device 210 or charge each other 
via the correct orientation of switches CSW1-k and DSW1-k; col. 3 lines 61-64]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add multiple 
rechargeable batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
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already carried by Hahn. This advantageously increases charging time when away from 
a wall outlet. 

With respect to Claim 6, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach a sensor switch. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches a sensor switch [selector circuit 214] connected 
between said power cell, said battery and said second power cord for sensing a voltage 
level [col. 4 lines 41-49 the switching selector circuit 214 is controlled by sensing an 
acceptable voltage level]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

With respect to Claim 7, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach a sensor switch detecting said 
voltage level is greater than a predetermined voltage level. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches said sensor switch detecting said voltage level is 
greater than a predetermined voltage level, said sensor switch is in a first position 
thereby allowing power from said power cell to be provided to the electronic device 
through said second power cord and said second connector [col. 4 lines 41-49, if the 
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voltage is at an acceptable level, selector circuit 214 allows power from the DC power 
source 204 to be provided], 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

With respect to Claim 8, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach sensor switch detecting said 
voltage level is below a predetermined voltage level, said sensor switch is caused to 
move from said first position to said second position thereby allowing power from said 
battery to be provided to the electronic device. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches said sensor switch detecting said voltage level is 
below a predetermined voltage level, said sensor switch is caused to move from said 
first position to said second position thereby allowing power from said battery to be 
provided to the electronic device through said second power cord and said second 
connector [col. 4 lines 49-58, if the voltage is below an acceptable level, the selector 
switch 214 will instead allow power from the batteries to be provided]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
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already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

With respect to Claim 9, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach a sensor switch connected 
between said power cell, said battery and said second power cord for sensing a current 
level. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches a sensor switch [col. 4 lines 34-40 selector circuit 
214] connected between said power cell, said battery and said second power cord for 
sensing a current level [both voltage and current are sensed and controlled, col. 5 lines 
19-22; col. 8 lines 18-31]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

With respect to Claim 10, Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach said sensor switch detecting 
said current level is greater than a predetermined current level, said sensor switch is in 
a first position thereby allowing power from said power cell to be provided to the 
electronic device. 
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Popescu-Stanesti teaches said sensor switch detecting said current level is 
greater than a predetermined current level, said sensor switch is in a first position 
thereby allowing power from said power cell to be provided to the electronic device 
through said second power cord and said second connector [col. 8 lines 18-31, if the 
current is at an acceptable level, selector circuit 314 allows power to be properly routed 
by operating various switches on and off]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

With respect to Claim 1 1 , Hahn teaches a power source with an implicit AC/DC 
adapter and a rechargeable battery, but does not teach said sensor switch detecting 
said current level is below a predetermined current level, said sensor switch is caused 
to move from said first position to said second position thereby allowing power from said 
battery to be provided to the electronic device. 

Popescu-Stanesti teaches said sensor switch detecting said current level is 
below a predetermined current level, said sensor switch is caused to move from said 
first position to said second position thereby allowing power from said battery to be 
provided to the electronic device through said power cord and said second connector 
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[col. 8 lines 18-31, if the current is at an acceptable level, selector circuit 314 allows 
power to be properly routed by operating various switches on and off]. 

Hahn and Popescu-Stanesti are analogous battery chargers with a rechargeable 
battery. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to add a selector switch 
and multiple batteries to Hahn for the benefit of increasing the onboard battery supply 
already carried by Hahn, and to provide a means for switching between them as needed 
by changing requirements (voltage and current threshold sensing means are widely 
used in the art to accomplish this]. 

Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103[a] as being unpatentable 
over Hahn [US 5847541] in view of Liao [US 6495988]. 

With respect to Claim 12, Hahn teaches a non-retractable AC plug connected to 
an end of said first power cord. Hahn does not teach a retractable AC cord. 

Liao teaches a retractable dc cord, that could be obviously modified into a 
retractable AC power cord, for the same benefits as having the dc cord retractable. 

Hahn and Liao are analogous charging devices. At the time of the invention, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Hahn in view of Liao, by 
making the AC power cord retractable, for the benefit of providing a means of storage 
when the AC cord is not required, and thus prevent safety mishaps etc. 

With respect to Claim 13, Hahn teaches a non-retractable DC plug connected to 
an end of said first second cord. Hahn does not teach a retractable dc cord. 

Liao teaches a second retracting mechanism [Fig. 10 wire wound reel 21] 
connected to an end of said second power cord [dc cord 17] for selectively retracting 
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said second power cord when said second power cord is not connected to the electronic 
device. 

Hahn and Liao are analogous charging devices. At the time of the invention, it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Hahn in view of Liao, by 
making the dc power cord retractable, for the benefit of providing a means of storage 
when the dc cord is not required, and thus prevent safety mishaps etc. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard V. Muralidar whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8933. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on Monday to Friday 8-5. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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